
 
 

DATE: November 10, 2014  
 

AGENDA ITEM # 3 

 
TO: Environmental Commission 
 
FROM: J. Logan, Staff Liaison 
 
SUBJECT: Climate Action Plan and Community Choice Aggregation feasibility study 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive information regarding Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On December 10, 2013, Council adopted the City of Los Altos Climate Action Plan (CAP) and set 
forth activities to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, prepare an emissions inventory update, 
once data for 2013 is available, and to direct staff to provide a status update in mid-2014. 
 
On July 8, 2013, the Environmental Commission received a special presentation by Gerald Glaser 
on the Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) as one of the methodology to reduce GHG 
emissions in accordance with the CAP. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Commissioner Hedden spoke as a citizen at the Council meeting on May 27, 2014 and encouraged 
Council to look into the feasibility of joining local agencies, namely, the Cities of Mountain View 
and Sunnyvale that are forming a feasibility study to explore CCAs.  Council noted the CCA item as 
a future agenda item. City staff is exploring information about the CCA feasibility study and has 
contacted other local agencies staff for updates. 
 
At the June 9, 2014 Environmental Commission meeting, the Commission discussed the CCA 
feasibility study, and assigned the CCA subcommittee, composed of Commissioners Eyre, Bray and 
Chair Hedden, to engage in further study of the issue and to prepare a presentation for Council. The 
subcommittee arranged for Margaret Bruce, independent consultant with Business for Clean Energy, 
to give a presentation at the July 14, 2014 Environmental Commission meeting to provide an 
overview and information about CCAs and to answer questions. 
 
At the August 11, 2014 Environmental Commission meeting, Dustin Clark, Sustainability 
Coordinator, City of Sunnyvale, provided a presentation and answered questions about the 
Sunnyvale CCA feasibility study. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jan Pepper, Council Member Jarrett Fishpaw and Public Works Director Jim 
Gustafson attended a September 17, 2014 forum titled “New Energy Choices”.  A staff memo was 
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presented to the Environmental Commission at the October 13, 2014 meeting.  This memo was 
revised, Attachment A, and provided to the Environmental Commission at the meeting on 
November 10, 2014.  The revisions summarize information exchanges with Sunnyvale staff 
regarding the South Bay CCA feasibility study. 
 
Prior to the November 10, 2014 Environmental Commission meeting, Chair Gary Hedden meet 
with Environmental Commission staff liaison J. Logan to review the CAP measures, Attachment B, 
to identify areas when the Environmental Commission could offer support.   
 
 
Attachment: 
 
A.  New Energy Choices for Silicon Valley 
B.  Climate Action Plan Measures 
 



 ATTACHMENT A 

 
 
 
TO: Environmental Commission 
 
FROM: J. Logan, Assistant City Manager 

Jim Gustafson, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: New Energy Choices for Silicon Valley 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
Receive a report concerning the forum on New Energy Choices for Silicon Valley 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
California Assembly Bill 32 and Senate Bill 375, along with environmental concerns, and economic 
factors, encouraged many cities to engage in activities that reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
15% from current levels by 2020 and achieve an 80% reduction by 2050. The Environmental 
Commission began joint activities with staff to investigate solution to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions and to gather data for analysis that resulted in the International Council for Local 
Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) City of Los Altos Municipal Inventory Report and the 
Community Greenhouse Gas Inventory Report. Council adopted those reports on September 22, 
2009 and May 25, 2010 respectively. The Environmental Commission 2009/2010 Work Plan and 
subsequent Work Plan’s set GHG education and outreach activities that focused on targets for 
reductions of GHG emissions.   
 
On December 10, 2013, Council adopted the City of Los Altos Climate Action Plan (CAP) and set 
forth activities to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, prepare an emissions inventory update, 
once data for 2013 is available, and to direct staff to provide a status update in mid-2014. 
 
On July 8, 2013, the Environmental Commission received a special presentation by Gerry Glaser, 
Sustainability Commissioner and Chair of Horizon 2035 Committee, City of Sunnyvale, on the 
Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) as one of the methodology to reduce GHG emissions.  
 
Environmental Commissioner Hedden spoke as a citizen at the Council meeting on May 27, 2014 
and encouraged Council to consider joining local agencies, namely, the Cities of Mountain View and 
Sunnyvale that are forming a feasibility study to explore CCAs.  Council noted the CCA item as a 
future agenda item. City staff is exploring information about the CCA feasibility study and has 
contacted other local agencies staff for updates. 
 
At the June 9, 2014 Environmental Commission meeting, the Commission assigned a CCA 
subcommittee, composed of Commissioners Eyre, Bray and Chair Hedden, to engage in further 



  
 

 

   

study of the issue. The subcommittee arranged for Margaret Bruce, independent consultant with 
Business for Clean Energy, to give a presentation at the July 14, 2014 Environmental Commission 
meeting and to provide an overview and information about CCAs and to answer questions. 
 
At the August 11, 2014 Environmental Commission meeting, Dustin Clark, Sustainability 
Coordinator, City of Sunnyvale, provided a presentation and answered questions about the 
Sunnyvale CCA feasibility study. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jan Pepper, Council Member Jarrett Fishpaw and Public Works Director Jim 
Gustafson attended a forum concerning New Energy Choices for Silicon Valley on September 17, 
2014. The forum was sponsored by Business for Clean Energy, the Cities Association of Santa Clara 
County, and Joint Venture Silicon Valley, and attendance from cities was limited to two Council 
members and one staff member from each jurisdiction.  There were approximately 75 attendees 
from the various municipalities in Silicon Valley and several energy industry representatives present.  
The topics covered lessons learned from several other jurisdictions that have implemented or are 
pursuing alternative energy sources for their residents and businesses.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The forum brought together speakers from established joint power authorities (JPAs) that are 
operational with alternative energy sources including Marin Clean Energy (MCE) and Sonoma Clean 
Power.  The agenda for the forum is provided as Attachment A.  Their presentations described how 
these entities have been able to provide its customers with electrical power that costs less and uses 
more renewable sources than PG&E currently uses.  In each of those JPA’s, PG&E still provides 
distribution of electricity to the customers and bills customers for the JPA’s production costs and 
PG&E distribution costs.  PG&E then reimburses the JPA for the energy provided by the JPA. 
 
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission’s Assistant General Manager for Power presented the 
status of its pursuit of Community Choice, noting it is an endeavor that has been in progress for 13 
years and is still ongoing. The entirety of the presentation is provided as Attachment B.   
 
This report demonstrates the long-standing commitment and activities of the City and the 
Environmental Commission to understand the components of GHG usage by the City and Los 
Altos community and the CAP plan and methodologies for reduction efforts.  CCA’s provide 
another yet another source of reduction available to agencies.  
 
The South Bay CCA study appears to be adequately funded to complete an initial study involving 
the Cities of Sunnyvale Mountain View and Cupertino.  One of the key objectives in the study is to 
identify agencies interested in participating in a South Bay CCA.  The study will be inquiring to other 
communities to survey interest and seek to identify what levels of action communities have already 
taken. Updates will be provided.    
 
Council is now posed to discuss issues involved in the feasibility of CCAs and if joining with other 
agencies in this endeavor is timely or warranted.   
 
There is no recommendation for Environmental Commission action at this time, pending Council 
direction. 
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