Michael Horta

From: David Kornfield

Sent: Wednesday, July 07, 2010 7:36 AM
To: J Logan

Cc: James Walgren

Subject: Environmental Element

J

You asked for some input on the Environmental Commission's upcoming work on the “Environmental Element,” which |
understand is in response to the need update our General Plan policies with regard to air quality and climate legislation.
This could take the form of adding an Environmental Element or Climate Action Plan or adjusting policies within the
General Plan depending on our approach.

We are planning on a 2011 CIP project for the Climate Action Plan, which coincides nicely with the pending development
of the air quality thresholds that should be fairly well defined by the State and regional agencies by the end of the year. We
are beginning to look at cur development parameters and California Environmental Quality Act significance thresholds and
will identify any changes Planning needs once the legislation has settled. We expect that the Environmental Commission
will review this work, develop recommendations on the City's Emission Reduction Strategies (2005 Los Altos Government
Operations Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory, ICLEI) and review any desired changes to the General Plan. Our
General Plan has a systematic approach to the City's environmental goals—the environmental polices are spread
throughout the entire plan.

The Environmental Commission will have an opportunity to review the community's expectations in this work. | look
forward to helping with the development-related aspects of environmental policies.

Please let me know if there are any other questions in the meantime.
David

David Kornfield, AICP

Planning Services Manager
Community Development Department
City of Los Altos

One North San Antonic Road

Los Altos, CA 94022

tel: 650-947-2632
fax: 650-947-2733
email:dkornfield@losaltosca.gov
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Los Altos Environmental Commission
DRAFT Project Accomplishments 2009-2010
Prepared for Joint City Council Study Session - October 19, 2010

Environmental Commission Goals approved by the City Council in June 2009 and progress to date.

Goals 2009-2010

Progress /| Accomplishments

1

Work with staff to secure the
best value in waste
management services value for
Los Altos.

Waste confract vendor has been awarded; weekly pickup, new
services, flat rates, diversion rate contracted at 78%.
Committee included Environmental Commission Chair Steve
Anderson. Two Special Environmental Commission meetings
held to present RFP to public in August 2009,

2 | Implement approved education |« Waste Mapagement Contract: MTWS Special Presentation
and outreach programs to for public held as part of August 2010 EC meeting.
achieve natural resource Approximately 175 community members attended. Links to
conservation for Los Altos. MTWS site on LA Home page and LAEC home page and
= Waste Management Contract recycling page.
«  Water Conservation ¢  Woater Conservation: Educational material created, now
posted on LAEC web site. Los Altos nominated for Water
e Sustainable Events Conservation award for reduced municipal water use.
e Reusable Shopping Bags + Sustainable Events: Sustainable events guide from GTLA
placed on web site. Partnered with Acterra and GTLA to do
Earth-Day events in Redwood Grove and at Los Altos library.
» Reusable Shopping Bags: Project approved by Council.
Chamber of Commerce President and EC Chair visited 7 Los
Altos grocery stores to raise awareness of re-usable bags. All
have established programs in their stores.
3 | Develop baselines and s Water: 2004 selected as base year. Each Cal Water monthly
progress indicators for Los bill now shows a “Water Budget,” calculated as 2004
Altos usage of: consumption — 15%.
o  Walter s Waste: Baseline diversion rate of 54% established by GTLA
. Waste report. Diversion rates contracted at 78% in new waste
management contract; metrics monitoring included in new
e Energy contract.
* Greenhouse Gas (GHG). ¢ Energy: baseline established as part of GHG inventory. See
item #4.
s Greenhouse Gas (GHG): baseline completed as part of GHG
inventory. See ltem #4.
4 | Greenhouse Gas (GHG) e Community GHG inventory report completed and received by C
Inventory for the Community Council. Approval to move forward with education and outreach
efforts.
5 | Other goals as directed by City | ¢« Feb 2010: City Engineering Manager David Kornfield

Council

City Council goals for 2010
include the following: “Assign
Environmental Commission task
of developing an Environmental
Element to the General Plan.”

recommended holding off on this while his department does
some preliminary work.




Los Altos Environmental Commission
Anticipated Projects 2010-2011
Prepared for Joint City Council Study Session
October 19, 2010

Listed below are proposed goals for our 2010-2011 work Plan, subject to approval by the City Council.

Proposed Goals 2010-2011 Proposed Projects in support of goals

1 | Develop Environmental Resource Plan * Model impact of specific behavior changes
with City Staff on GHG footprint

» |mplement programs as approved

+ Track progress to plan

2 | Develop Environmental element to Los »  Work with Engineering Manager to develop a
Altos General Plan Sustainability element to the General Plan.

3 | Implement approved re-useable .
education bag program in Los Altos?




Los Altos Grocery Store Survey
Reusable Bag Programs and Practices
Prepared by Julie Rose and Patty Rosewater

G134

September 2010

Summary Table

Andron- Di Draegers Luckys | Safeway Trader Whole

icos Martini's Joe's Foods

Deor signs/ Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes
other reminders?
Sell reusable Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yasg Yes
bags?
Offer rebates? Yes No No Yes No No Yes
Other No. Waakly Yes Weekly
incentives? $50 Raffie §25 Rafile
Bagger training? Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Bagger buttons? No. No. No. Mo. Mo Mo, Mo,

Andronicos
Door signs or other reminders?
Sell reusable bags

Yes. Took ours and will post it

Yes. 99 cent grocery bag, $1.99 for wine bag. Wine bag free if you buy
6 bottles.

‘Yes. 5 cent credit for each bag.

Offer rebates
Other incentives?
Bagger training?

Yes. Baggers ask customers before bagging.

Bagger buttons? No,
Other? In Palo Alto they had banners and bags from the city. He is very willing

to work with the city. Thinks 10-20% of customers use reusable bags.

Contact Enrique Sanchez, Store Manager — 948-6648
DiMartinis

Door signs or other reminders? | Yes. Put one of our signs on each door.

Sell reusable bags ??

Offer rebates No.

Other incentives? No.

Bagger training? Yes.

Bagger buttons? No.

Other?

Contact Craig Kozy (Owner/Manager) and Denny (Asst Manager) — 948-0881
Draegers

Door signs or other reminders?
Sell reusable bags

Yes. Have “Got Bags” sign from us and their own larger sign.
Yes. Colorful Chico bags ($6) prominently displayed, also branded
bags for 89 cents.

Offer rebates Bic.

Other incentives? Yes, Poster sized sign at store entrance advertising weekly raffle for
$50 gift certificate

Bagger training? Yes. Cashier puts bag on counter for bagger before unloading

roceries.

Bagger buttons? No.

Other?

Contact Ron Piazza, Store Manager — 948-4425




Luckys

Door signs or other reminders?

Mo. Corporate policy

Sell reusable bags

Yes. 25 cents each, posted near register.

Offer rebates

Yes. 5 cent credit for each bag.

Other incentives?

Bagger training?

Yes. Baggers are very well aware of reusable bags, always ask. Not
interested in our buttons unless Corp blesses it.

Bagger buttons?

Mo.

Other? Said to call Community Affairs Department, Alicia Rockwell, 209-548-
6511 for more information.

Contact Tom Hamilton, Store Manager — 969-1326

Safeway

Door signs or other reminders?

Yes. Green signs prominently posted on doors. Took ours as well.

Sell reusable bags

Yes. Safeway Branded bags sold for 99 cents.

Offer rebates

No. Used to offer 3 cents per bag rebate but discontinued that
program.

Other incentives?

Yes. People with reusable bags are offered 10% discount on Safeway
‘Green” products

Bagger training?

Yes. Baggers always ask if people want bags, know to use as few as
possible.

Bagger buttons? Ne. This would have to be approved by Corp.

Other?

Contact Alicia Lima, Store Manager — 941-1208. Her last day is Friday, Sept
10; she will be replaced by Auggie.

Trader Joe's

Door signs or other reminders?

Yes. Lots of reminders inside store. None on doors allowed per store
policy

Sell reusable bags

Yes. Large selection, prominently displayed, $.99 - $6.

Offer rebates

No.

Other incentives?

Yes. Each bag qualifies for one entry into a weekly raffle for $25 gift
certificate

Bagger training?

Yes. Said baggers routinely ask customers if they have bags before
bagging.

Bagger buttons? No. Did take one and said he would think about it.
Other? Very "green” brand, go all out with the reusable bags.
Contact John McCleod, Store Manager — 245-1917

Whole Foods

Door signs or other reminders? | Yes

Sell reusable bags Yes

Offer rebates

Yes. 5 cent/ bag credit, can be applied to their order or donated to
gelected non-profits

Other incentives?

| Bagger training? Yes
Bagger buttons? Ne.
Qther?
Contact Scott Yamasaki, Marketing & Community Team Leader — 558-0300

X260




Listed beiow are goals for the 2009-2010 Work Plan,
subject to approval by the City Councll,

Environmental Commission 2008-2010
Goals - revised

Projects In support of goals

1 | Work with staff 1o secure the besl value
in wasle management services for Los
Altos.

Parliclpate in RFP process and provide support
as appropriate.

2 | Implement approved education and
outreach programs to achieve waste
source reduction for Los Altos.

a) Implement Water Conservation Measures as
approved by City Council on June 9 and 23,
2009

b} Implement Sustainable Events education
program as approved

3 | Develop baselines and progress
indicators for Los AHos usage of water,
waste, energy, and greenhouse gases.

a) Review ICLEI results for municipal operations
greenhouse gas inventory; provide support as
necessary.

b) Work with city staff and Cal Water to develop
basellne and monitor usage of water

4 | Greenhouse Gas Inventory for the
Community

Investigate feasibility of accomplishing
Greenhouse Gas Inventory for the community

7-28-09
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2.08.120 Powers and dutles of the environmental commission.

The commission shall have those powers and duties entrusted 1o it by the council
from time lo time, and shall submit an annual report to the council. The environmental
commission studies and makes recommendations to council on issues that affect the
natural and built environment in the cily and the region. Additional duties include special
projects as directed by the council.

(Ord. 08-326 § 2)

Environmental Commission Mission Statement — Council approved 6-9- 2009

The mission of the Los Altos Environmental Commission is to advise the City Council on
issues related to environmental sustainability including:

* Evaluation and recommending policies and programs to make Los Allos an
environmentally sustainable place to live and work;

* Providing information and education to the public regarding environmentally
sustainable lifestyles



